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I am really a fan of 
Read Across America 
Week and reading in 

general. As you have 
probably heard me say, 
there is no skill more 
important to a child’s 
future than the ability to 
read. Success in every 
other subject in school 
will at some point be de-
termined by a student’s 
literacy level. It used to 
be that certain classes 
in the Career and Tech-
nical Education fields 
were not so much de-
pendent upon reading 

ability. That is certainly 
not the case anymore. 
Anyone who has ever 
read a technical manu-
al in any of those fields 
can tell you that the abil-
ity to read is paramount 
to ultimate success. You 
cannot get away from 
reading as long as you 
live. It is a life skill that 
we all must possess.

I had the pleasure 
of reading to students 
at Page Street via Flip 

Grid, and I read in 
person to the class of 
Anissa Gillis at Mount 
Gilead. I cannot tell 
you how fun those days 
are. Seeing the smiles 
on our student’s faces 
definitely made my en-
tire month of March. I 
shared with them the 
importance of reading 
and the impact it would 
have on them for the rest 
of their lives. I told them 
that I am 29 years old 

and have to read every 
day! (I’m really 47, but 
one said I looked more 
like 65. Children are 
brutally honest, and this 
job will do that to you 
). I hope all of you 
will continue to spread 
that message far and 
wide. Share a love of 
reading with your chil-
dren and grandchildren. 
Give a book to those 
kids across the street. 
Read with any child you 

can find. Nothing you 
can ever do for a child 
will have a greater im-
pact than sharing a love 
of reading. Their future 
success depends on 
building that foundation 
now. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

GUEST READERS - Timberwolf football players were guest readers at Page Street Elementary. 
They shared their favorite Dr. Seuss books with students.

STORYBOOK CHARACTERS - Star El-
ementary students, Xander Santiago, Sam 
Lynthacum, and Elias McNeill, dress as Pete 
the Cat, Sam-I-Am, and The Billy Goats Gruff 
Troll for the parade. 

ELEMENTARY BATTLE OF THE BOOKS WINNER - Congratula-
tions to Green Ridge Elementary on winning the Elementary Battle of 
the Books competition. Team members include Faith Arias, Ella Arm-
strong, Austin Maynor, Elianna Jaimes, Abril Rodriguez Muñoz, Aidehn 
Phouangphrachanh, Katelyn Jimenez Ruiz, Brayan Jimenez Perez, and 
Adrian Smith. Coached by Celia McKinney. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL BATTLE OF THE BOOKS WINNER - Congratu-
lations to East Middle on winning the Middle School Battle of the Books 
competition. Team members include Alyssa Asbill, Emily Aguilar, Dylan 
Reza, Melissa Arredondo Perez, Hillary Jimenez Perez, Isaac Gonzalez, 
Jaxon Crump, Wesley Auman, Lucio Rodriguez Jr., Ayden Maynor, Josh-
ua-Alesandre Tolentino Hernandez. Coached by Nicole Blair. 

PAJAMA DAY - McKenlee Young and Evie 
Hall, Troy Elementary students, are the cutest 
“Things.”

FAVORITE DR. SEUSS CHARACTER - 
Green Ridge Elementary student, Eddie Cra-
ven, dressed as the Lorax. 

HAT DAY - Grayson Green, Mt. Gilead Ele-
mentary student, wears his favorite Cat in the 
Hat.
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I know this is prob-
ably one of the most 
anticipated spring sea-
sons upcoming that I 
can remember. All out-

ward signs look like we 
have moved past the 
pandemic stage and to 
the endemic stage for 
Covid-19. I know it has 
been a long time com-
ing. The information 
that we are getting from 
the Centers for Disease 
Control and the state 
in our Healthy Schools 
Toolkit suggests that 
we have brighter days 
ahead. For that rea-
son and in alignment 
with the latest health 
recommendations, the 

Montgomery County 
Board of Education has 
changed our school and 
bus masking policy to 
optional. Due to state 
law, the Board will have 
to review that monthly 
until the law is changed. 
I do expect that change 
to happen at some point. 
Given our current test-
ing positivity rate of 
3.4%, I certainly hope 
that we are able to stay 
mask optional. I do not 
know what variants may 
come up, but the over-

all decline of the virus 
has followed historic 
trends as vaccination 
rates have gone up. I 
expect things to remain 
stable, but that can al-
ways change. If it does, 
we would then have 
conversations about 
how to deal with it. For 
now, I’m only focusing 
on the positive. We are 
able to be mask less and 
do so in an environment 
that we all can feel safe. 
Some continue to wear 
masks, and some do not. 

That is the way it should 
be, and I am glad the 
numbers finally reached 
the point we could take 
that step.
        It has been absolute-
ly wonderful to see our 
students’ smiling faces 
over the last few weeks. 
It has been wonderful 
also seeing the faces of 
our staff members. It is 
amazing how we take 
things like seeing some-
one for granted. For two 
years of our lives, we 
have worn masks for the 

common good. I would 
not trade that experience 
because I know it was 
the right thing to do at 
the right time. Howev-
er, I hope that we never 
have to do anything like 
it again. For now, the 
data is looking good. 
Let’s all pray it stays 
that way!
        
Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

March Staff Appreciation Winners

SPELLING BEE CHAMPION - Congratulations to Candor Elementa-
ry student Zaliyah Bowden, middle, on winning the MCS Spelling Bee. 
Zaliyah will advance to the Carolinas Regional Spelling Bee at Bank of 
America Stadium in March. Also pictured, Dr. Dale Ellis, left, and Sharon 
Thompson, Candor Elementary Instructional Facilitator.  

Thank you to Fred Taylor at Troy Lumber Company and other private donors for the generous 
donations to Page Street Elementary to upgrade the playground. The playground has a new slide,
new swing set, new playground border, 200 cubic yards of mulch, all new decking for the slide, and
the Babylon speaking piece. Pictured below are students along with Page Street Elementary Princi-
pal, Jon LaChance enjoying the new equipment.

Thank you to Badcock Home Furniture &more of Troy for sponsoring this month’s winners. 

GRES STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Pamela 
Maynor, above middle, on being recognized as the Classified Staff Appre-
ciation winner from Green Ridge Elementary. Mrs. Maynor is the Book-
keeper. She does a great job and is always willing to help with any school-
wide initiative. Her positivity and uplifting attitude create a welcoming 
atmosphere for all. Also pictured is Dr. Dale Ellis, left, and Dr. Carla 
Miller, Principal of Green Ridge Elementary, right.

GRES STAFF APPRECIATION WINNER - Congratulations to Leigh 
Gulledge, above middle, on being recognized as the Certified Staff Appre-
ciation winner from Green Ridge Elementary. Ms. Gulledge teaches 1st 
grade at Green Ridge Elementary. She serves as a leader and mentor for 
the 1st grade team. She is knowledgeable, organized, and willing to share 
and help her team ensure that all students succeed.  Also pictured is Dr. 
Dale Ellis, left, and Dr. Carla Miller, Principal of Green Ridge Elementa-
ry, right.

BETA CLUB RECOGNITION - Congratulations to 9th grade Montgom-
ery Central/MoVE student Lilly Greene, right, for winning the NC 9th 
Grade Math Competition at the State BETA Convention.  She will now 
move to national competition in Nashville, TN in June. Lilly is the first 
academic state winner for MCHS. 

SEED PROJECT - Ms. Marlene Stewart’s first 
grade class at Mt. Gilead Elementary recently 
read, “How a Seed Grows” from ReadyGen.  
Ms. Stewart was able to tie in science because 
in the text, there was an experiment about 
growing seeds.  Students mimicked the exper-
iment in order to ask and answer questions 
about the details in the story.

Page Street Elementary Receives Donations for Playground Upgrades



Montgomery County Schools

School 
CONNECTIONS

It is that fun time of 
year when we work so 
diligently to prepare the 
budget for the next fis-
cal year. It is always just 
an educated guess when 
you are trying to predict 

what may or may not 
happen over a period of 
several months. We can 
look at leading econom-
ic indicators (and we 
do), and we can work as 
hard as possible to build 
a perfect budget, but 
there are always things 
that are impossible to 
plan for. When this year 
started, gas was roughly 
$1.85 per gallon. You 
always budget a cush-
ion just in case so that 
you are prepared for 
any unforeseen issues. 
When we budgeted for 
gas at $2.50 per gallon, 

who knew that it would 
be approaching and ex-
ceeding $4.00 per gal-
lon by year’s end? No 
one. Things like that 
make budgeting a fun 
process. We will contin-
ue to work on the bud-
get and do all we can to 
make sure we are maxi-
mizing services to chil-
dren. When you think 
about our budget, it is 
most appropriate to re-
alize that we are talking 
about kids. The kids are 
the ones that really mat-
ter.

We are proud of the 

fact that we have not 
asked for an increase 
from the County Com-
missioners for several 
years. Even though we 
have dealt with skyrock-
eting cost increases in 
retirement and employ-
ee insurance programs, 
we promised we would 
not ask for more, and we 
did not. We also made 
significant increases to 
our local supplements 
during this time to make 
our salaries more com-
petitive to attract the 
best staff to work with 
our young people. In a 

time that most districts 
were cutting things, 
we’ve been adding here 
in Montgomery Coun-
ty. Why? Because we 
have been very adept 
in managing what we 
have been blessed with. 
Thanks to the Board 
of Education, we have 
been very frugal money 
managers so that tax-
payers in Montgomery 
County can feel safe 
that the money is going 
to benefit our employees 
and our students. While 
we did request a small 
increase this year from 

the County, that amount 
pales in comparison to 
what we have been able 
to accomplish over the 
last few years while ask-
ing for no extra money. 
However, we are like 
any other organization 
in that we can only do 
so much without the 
help of our partners at 
the county level. Even 
the best-managed tur-
nip runs out of blood at 
some point. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

HANNAH GRACE HARMAN - Hannah Grace Harman, pictured above, is a first-year teacher at 
Mount Gilead Elementary and teaches kindergarten. She has worked various jobs throughout the 
years involving children. She’s from the Charlotte area and moved to Montgomery County last 
year after getting married. Mrs. Harman shared, “I am enjoying this area and have loved making 
this place my home. Teaching has been a blessing! I am so thankful for the family I have found here 
at Mount Gilead. I have loved getting to know my class as we learn and grow together, and I look 
forward to my future as a teacher!”

THE HUNGER GAMES - The Imaginary 
nation of Panem is coming to life for students 
in Mrs. Wilson’s Montgomery Central En-
glish Language Arts I class. They have begun 
reading the class set of The Hunger Games by 
Suzanne Collins, which was purchased using 
funding from the Taylor Family Grant. Stu-
dents are working on small group rotations, 
including creating black-out poetry, character 
and setting analysis, and even designing their 
own superhero/superhuman using an online 
‘genetic engineering’ site. Students Meagan 
McAlister and Brina Ethridge shared, “Read-
ing the book is awesome and interesting.” 
Shannon Hudson said, “The book is cool, and I 
enjoy doing the stations,” which was echoed by 
her station partner John Lewellen.

WMS JUNIOR BETA CLUB INDUCTION - Congratulations to the following West Middle students on being inducted into the Junior Beta Club: 
Lyric Beaman, Justin Blankenship, Alaysia Britton, Jackson Byrd, Carson Crist, Jake Lewis, Ally Morris, Maria Salazar, Chazmin Searcy, Lydia 
Shaver, Argon Vang, Elaina Goforth, Kasey Greene, Layla Griffin, Faith Hartsell, Dixie Hiatt, Camden Hill, Oliver Jernigan, Mckynlee Laferte, 
Antwan Little, Zahiya Marshall, Gavin Mauldin, Ajay Myrick, Robert Parson, Ivan Reza Jaimes, Jennifer Smith, Stephenanh Thomas, and David 
Tofflemeyer. Pictured above inductees recite the Beta Club pledge led by Ella Kern, WMS Instructional Facilitator. 

KIRA HANNAH - Kira Hannah, pictured above, teaches 3rd-grade at Candor Elementary. She is a 
2016 graduate of East Montgomery High School and graduated from Fayetteville State University 
in 2020. Mrs. Hannah shared, “This is my first-year teaching. My experience with MCS has been 
amazing. The support I receive from my colleagues and the administration at Candor Elementary 
is the best. I grew up in Candor, and Montgomery County is my home. It is a rewarding experience 
to be back to help shape, mold, and inspire the next generation.”

Welcome to MCSWelcome to MCS

GOLD GETAWAY - Mt. Gilead Elementary 
students were recently challenged in STEM 
class to build and drive a car that speeds along 
with the wind that would transport gold. 
Students were able to race and discuss which 
design features were the most successful. 
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This week we have 
been excited to work 
with our elementa-
ry-aged students during 
our Elementary School 
Career Week. Our stu-
dents have been very 

active in exploring vari-
ous careers and opportu-
nities available to them 
through our Career and 
Technical Education 
program. It is never 
too early to be thinking 
about a career. We spe-
cifically gather skills in-
ventories of our students 
starting in 5th grade. We 
then offer several ca-
reer pathway classes at 
our middle schools that 
are catered to student 
interests. If they find a 
pathway they are pas-
sionate about, they can 
continue on that path 

when they enter high 
school and take special-
ized high school and 
college classes to earn 
certificates that will help 
them in their job search 
or even earn an associ-
ate degree. All of that is 
possible in Montgomery 
County thanks to the 
strong partnership be-
tween the county, Mont-
gomery Community 
College, and Montgom-
ery County Schools.
The key to the success 

of the program is get-
ting the kids involved 
as quickly as possible. 

We want our kids ex-
ploring multiple options 
as young as possible. 
Making changes to a ca-
reer path is very easy as 
they move through the 
middle school. It is even 
fairly easy into the first 
years of high school. 
However, at a certain 
point as the high school 
years are completed, stu-
dents need to be locked 
in on the path they want 
to pursue. It all begins in 
elementary school. This 
week, our elementary 
school students are tour-
ing the middle schools 

and our state-of-the-
art CTE Center.  Guest 
speakers will talk with 
them about different 
careers. Additionally, 
they are reading books 
about careers that inter-
est them. I hope parents 
will also take interest in 
this work. Encourage 
your students to think 
critically about the ca-
reer path they want to 
take and make sure they 
seriously consider what 
career-oriented classes 
that will benefit their 
future goals. Encourage 
them to explore these 

options. While we ex-
pect all of the classes 
to be fun and engaging, 
signing up for a class 
because a friend does 
may not be the best op-
tion for your child. Our 
goal is to motivate stu-
dents to be successful 
with planning for their 
future goals at an early 
age. 

Dr. Dale Ellis
Superintendent

WELCOME TO MCS - Mary Louise T. Tumlos, pictured above, joins Page Street Elementary from 
the Philippines. She has over ten years of teaching experience. In the Philippines, she taught 1st and 
4th-grade social studies, English, and science, which happens to be her favorite subject. In addi-
tion, she participated and helped students in different competitions in and out of school. She played 
an active role in supporting school events by being the master of the ceremonies or training kids 
to sing and dance. She shared, “I had always dreamed of being a teacher since I was in 6th grade, 
which is why I pursued this profession when I grew up. I love to listen to good music, watch great 
films, and travel to amazing destinations in my free time. I am grateful to be a part of Montgom-
ery County Schools because I believe that this place will help me grow more into a world-class and 
effective teacher by changing the lives of my students through education.”

WELCOME TO MCS  - Haley Adkins, pictured above, is a 1st-year teacher with Montgomery 
County Schools. She is the Exceptional Children Inclusion teacher at East Middle School. Miss 
Adkins is originally from Davidson County and received her degree in Special Education from East 
Carolina University. She shared, “I am so thankful to be following my dreams in such an awesome 
district!”

The United States Army Airborne and Special 
Operations Museum on Fort Bragg hosted the 
Junior Air Force ROTC students, pictured 
above, from MCHS on Wednesday, March 16th.  
Students toured the museum and then enjoyed 
lunch at the post food court where they enjoyed 
some good natured teasing from Army service 
members for their Air Force PT uniforms which 
they wore that day.  After all, Fort Bragg is 
the largest Army installation in the world!  It 
turned our that the PT uniforms were a great 
ice breaker and many of the students enjoyed a 
lunch alongside an active duty soldier. “These 
active duty service members are in a much 
better position to explain the transition from 
civilian to service member to our students.  Ac-
tive duty soldiers recognize the transition can be 
tough, but because you enter the service, any of 
the services, in a group, you make friends from 
the very first day of your service and some of 
these friends will be with you for the rest of your 
life.” explained JROTC instructor MSgt. Sova, 
USAF (Ret.). 

AFJROTC Trip to 
Fort Bragg

CAREER DAY - Honor and Sincere McCallum 
White dress like restaurant managers. 

CAREER DAY - Sawyer Ceneskie plans to be a 
logger when he grows up. 

CAREER DAY - Jayla Trejo is working on 
becoming a scientist. 
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